Mr. President,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As we approach the year of 2030, crises like climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution, and wars have impeded progress. The 2023 SDG Summit initiated a crucial phase for accelerated progress towards the SDGs, uniting countries in this effort. Lithuania fully supports the Summit’s call for renewed impetus and is committed to implementing the SDG Summit Political Declaration.
Mr. President,
War is the greatest enemy of sustainable development. Russia’s war against Ukraine exemplifies this, causing widespread ecological and humanitarian damage. The international community must stop aggressors and hold them accountable. Supporting Ukraine also supports global economic stability; the sooner Russia’s aggression ends, the less negative impact we will face. After Ukraine's victory, we hope to rebuild the war-damaged environment, showcasing successful international development cooperation.
Mr. President,
Climate change impacts communities globally, deepening vulnerabilities and hindering sustainable development. Urgent action is needed to accelerate greenhouse gas reductions, adaptation efforts, and nature restoration. We must mobilize financial resources by widening range of contributors to build resilience and promote sustainable development in partner countries. Lithuania, together with the EU, leads global climate action. We have reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 61 percent since 1990 while achieving 92 percent growth in GDP. Our strategy focuses on renewable energy and innovative technologies. While currently, having more than a quarter of our energy coming from renewables, we aim to increase this share to 55 percent by 2030.
Climate action can help lift people out of poverty. Lithuania has significantly reduced poverty and income inequality since 2018. Inclusive education ensures equal access for all, including rural residents and minorities  Strong institutions and an educated society are pillars of strong democracies. Lithuania promotes global digital cooperation and real-time data for informed decision-making.
Mr. President,
Success in climate change mitigation, poverty reduction and peaceful future  lies in cooperation. We invite the Summit of the Future to foster collaboration among stakeholders, advocating for nature and people. The Summit should emphasize policy coherence for sustainable development.  We call on all parliaments and governments to implement the Pact for the Future and establish guidelines for sustainable development beyond 2030. Cooperation among partners is essential to addressing existential crises like climate change and wars. We call for a collective effort to harmonize actions to secure a better future and leave this world in a better state than we found it.
I thank you.
