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REGARDING  THE  REPORT  ON  THE  RESULTS  OF  RADIATION  AND
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING IN THE CONTROL AREA OF THE BELARUSIAN
NUCLEAR POWER PLANT (FOR THE YEAR 2023)

Referring to letter of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the

Republic of Belarus of May 07, 2024 No. 11-1-5/110-ино-2, we are hereby sending our comments

and proposals for The Report On The Results Of Radiation And Environmental Monitoring In The

Control Area Of The Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant (for the year 2023) (hereinafter referred to

as the Report):

1. The Report is missing a table, summarizing the results of chemical monitoring of ground-

water in 2023 (similar to Table 8.3 of the Report for the year 2022).

2. Fig. 8.8 of the Report does not visually represent the amplitude and correlation of the

changes in groundwater levels, because a single scale has been chosen to represent the levels of all

boreholes,  although  the  difference  in  the  levels  of  individual  boreholes  is  significant,  up  to

15 metres.  In order to  illustrate  the results,  the boreholes  should be grouped according to the

changes in the groundwater level and should be represented in separate graphs. Please take into

consideration that this comment was also provided in 2023 and was not taken into account.

3. The statement in the Chapter 1 of the Report: “The design of the Belarusian NPP meets

the most modern, so-called “post-Fukushima“ standards of reliability and safety” does not corres-

pond  to  reality.  From  the  very  beginning  of  implementation  of  the  Belarusian  NPP  project

Lithuania has been raising a wide range of issues related to the safety of this nuclear facility on the

Astravets site, but up to now we have not seen any practical efforts from the Belarusian side to re-

solve these issues (see Lithuanian State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate’s  letter  of 22 May

2024 to the Ministry of Emergency Situation of the Republic of Belarus).

4. It is stated in Chapter 1 of the Report, that “The safety of the Belarusian NPP project has

been repeatedly confirmed by experts of the International Atomic Energy Agency (hereinafter -

IAEA) and the World Association of Nuclear Operators (hereinafter - WANO)”. It shall be noted
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that ensuring of safety of nuclear installation is a national responsibility. Neither external experts

nor international review missions can “confirm” the safety of any installation. Review by external

experts and missions usually results in formulation of recommendations and suggestions. National

efforts should be concentrated on timely implementation of those recommendations and sugges-

tions thus improving the real safety level of nuclear installations. Plans and results of their imple-

mentation should be communicated to the general public and the international community. 

5. Chapter 3 of the Report states that „... carrying out activities on the use of atomic energy

in accordance with the provisions in the field of radiation safety reflected in international con-

tracts, agreements and conventions ratified by the Republic of Belarus, national legislation of the

Republic of Belarus, local legal acts of the enterprise, as well as IAEA recommendations”. This

statement  is  misleading  since  Belarus  does  not  adhere  to  all  recommendations  of  IAEA (see

Lithuanian State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate’s letter of 22 May 2024 to the Ministry of

Emergency Situation of the Republic of Belarus).

6. Chapter 6.9, Tables 8.3 and 8.4 of the Report refer to such indicators as PD (Permissible

Discharge) and MPD (Maximum Permissible Discharge). It should be specified: 1) what is the dif-

ference between these two indicators and 2) how their values should be interpreted, especially tak-

ing into account that information about these indicators was not available to Lithuania before re-

ceiving this Report. We would also like to receive information about the basis of determination of

the discharge limits set for Unit 1 and Unit 2 of the Belarusian NPP, both of which are already in

commercial operation.

Vice-minister
Justas Ruškys

M. Raulinaitis, +370 695 41925, e-mail: mindaugas.raulinaitis@am.lt
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