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REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE SAARE 2.1
AND SAARE 2.2 OFFSHORE WIND FARM AREAS

This letter is the formal reply to the letter of the Ministry of Climate of the Republic of

Estonia regarding the scoping document (programme) for the EIA of the wind farm project in

areas Saare 2.1 and Saare 2.2.

The Ministry of Environment of Lithuania, as an authority responsible for the coordination

of  the  transboundary  EIA  process  in  accordance  with  the  Espoo  Convention,  published  the

documentation received on its website and distributed it to relevant national authorities, providing

an opportunity to submit comments and proposals. The Ministry of Environment did not receive

any comments or proposals from the public. During the consultations with relevant institutions,

the Ministry of Environment received proposals from the State Service for Protected Areas and the

Ministry of Energy.

The State Service for Protected Areas has provided the following proposals:

- to amend chapters related to the assessment of impacts on fish fauna, marine mammals,

birds, bats and “Natura 2000“ areas with a requirement for envisaging significant negative impact

mitigation measures if such impacts are identified;

- as required by the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC), to assess cumulative

impacts  on migratory birds along the coast  of the Baltic  Sea by including the impacts  of the

offshore wind farms, which are already built or are planned to be built (approved) in neighboring

countries  and  are  located  on  the  migration  routes  of  birds  and/or  in  the  wintering  areas  of

migratory birds;

- analysis and expert assessment related to the effects on “Natura 2000” sites should cover

not only impacts on the directly affected site, but also the impacts on relevant surrounding “Natura

2000” sites and impacts on the integrity of the “Natura 2000 network” itself;
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- the scoping document lacks provisions for monitoring negative impacts and environmental

changes in the potentially affected areas. In our opinion, such monitoring is essential during the

construction and operation stages of the project, and it should be ensured that relevant additional

mitigation measures are implemented in case monitoring reveals negative impacts that had not

been identified and assessed during the EIA.

The Ministry of Energy has suggested that the scoping document (and, respectively, the EIA

report) should include information about the decommissioning phase of the project: actions that

are planned to be taken after the end of the operational phase of the project and their potential

environmental impacts.

We would like to thank you for constructive transboundary consultations and kindly ask to

consider the above-provided proposals during the ongoing EIA.

Yours sincerely,

Vice-minister

Tomas Vaitkevičius

R. Griškevičienė, +370 69511585, e-mail: rasa.griskeviciene@am.lt
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