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REGARDING THE SCOPE OF THE EIA REPORT FOR PROJECT “CONSTRUCTION
AND OPERATION OF A SMALL MODULAR NUCLEAR POWER PLANT WITH A
TOTAL CAPACITY  OF UP TO 1300  MWE USING BWRX-300  TECHNOLOGY  IN
OSTROŁĘKA, OSTROŁĘKA MUNICIPALITY”

This is a formal reply to the letter of the General Directorate for Environmental Protection of

Poland of 22 January 2024 regarding the EIA scoping for project “Construction and operation of a

small modular nuclear power plant with a total capacity of up to 1300 MWe using BWRX-300

technology in Ostrołęka, Ostrołęka Municipality” (hereinafter referred to as the Project).

Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania, acting as an authority responsible for

coordination of the transboundary EIA process, has completed the procedures of consulting relev-

ant Lithuanian institutions and general public. Our comments and remarks concerning the scope of

the Environmental Impact Assessment Report are provided below.

1. The Project Information Sheet (section 4.1) indicates that the Investor has not yet decided on

the type of spent fuel storage facility (wet or dry storage) to be built on the site of the nuc-

lear power plant. Therefore, the EIA Report should describe and assess both types of repos-

itory and potential negative impacts in case of the “beyond design basis” accidents and re-

lated releases of radionuclides from a reactor or spent nuclear fuel into the environment.

2. The Project Information Sheet (section 12.2) states that the Investor will provide an analysis

of the impact of radionuclide releases in the EIA Report under a hypothetical accident scen-

ario.  We believe that more information should be provided on the hypothetical  accident

scenario that will be assessed in the EIA Report. Will the accident scenario be limited to the

reactor or will the hypothetical accident scenarios be applied to the spent fuel storage facility

(wet and dry type)?

3. According  to  the  Nuclear  Safety  Requirements  BSR-1.8.10-2021  “Analysis  of  the  con-

sequences  of  possible  nuclear  and radiological  accidents  at  a  nuclear  power facility”  in

Lithuania, as well as international recommendations, the list of postulated events must in-
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clude a crash of a civilian aircraft and a seismic event. How such events will be assessed in

the context of the Project?

4. We suggest that the EIA Report should indicate whether the design of the nuclear power

plant will be guided (if so, by which) documents of the Western European Nuclear Regulat-

ors Association (WENRA).

5. In our opinion, the Environmental Impact Assessment should include assessment of poten-

tial impacts related to other industrial facilities in the vicinity of the Project site.

6. We believe that the EIA Report should provide information about the plans to conduct stress

tests and establishment of the zones and distances for emergency preparedness around the

Project site.

7. The EIA Report should include information about the measures foreseen to mitigate con-

sequences of a nuclear accident and methods of exchanging information with international

organisations and neighbouring countries in the event of a nuclear or radiological accident or

incident.

8. In our view, the EIA should employ radiation exposure assessment models generally accep-

ted worldwide and the EIA Report should indicate the doses of selected representative per-

sons due to radionuclide discharges and relevant determinant factors (pathways, routes and

quantities of releases of radioactive substances into the environment).

9. The letter  of the General  Directorate  for Environmental  Protection  of  Poland states  that

“there are no prerequisites to carry out the proceedings on the assessment of environmental

impact in a transboundary context, as the range of the impact will not extend beyond the

Polish territory.” We believe that such a statement is premature and can be made only after

the EIA Report is prepared and potential transboundary impacts fully assessed.

We are looking forward to further cooperation and would like to thank you for providing op-

portunities to participate in an open and transparent transboundary EIA.

Yours sincerely,

Vice-minister
Raminta Radavičienė

M. Raulinaitis, +370 695 41925, e-mail: mindaugas.raulinaitis@am.lt
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