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Information regarding the Loviisa nuclear power plant in Finland

According to the Act on Environmental Impact Assessment Procedure (252/2017, amendments
911/2022, EIA Act), the Finnish Environment Institute has acted the Point of Contact of the Convention
on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) from the begin-
ning of 2023. The Ministry of the Environment has previously assumed this role. In accordance with Arti-
cle 6(2) of the Espoo Convention, the Finnish Environment Institute hereby sends the Finnish Govern-
ment Decisions concerning the nuclear power plant units Loviisa 1 and Loviisa 2 in the City of Loviisa,
Finland. This letter is also sent in accordance with Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 16 April 2014 amending Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of cer-
tain public and private projects on the environment, and Agreement between Estonia and Finland on En-
vironmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context.

On 18 March 2022, Fortum Power and Heat Oy submitted the operating licence applications. The licens-
ing process was preceded by an environmental impact assessment (EIA) procedure that took place from
2020 to 2022. The EIA procedure included a transboundary EIA procedure in accordance with the Espoo
Convention (reference VN/19135/2020). On 10 January 2022, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Em-
ployment, as the competent authority under the Finnish EIA Act, issued its reasoned conclusion (refer-
ence VN/20577/2021). On 9 May 2022, the Ministry of the Environment shared the competent authority's
reasoned conclusion on EIA documentation of Loviisa nuclear power plant, the developer’s operating
licence application for the lifetime extension of the Loviisa nuclear power plant, and the developer’s oper-
ating licence application for Loviisa’s final disposal facility for low- and intermediate-level waste. These
documents were shared to the following Parties of the Espoo Convention: Austria, Denmark, Estonia,
Germany, Lithuania, the Netherlands and Sweden.

On 15 August 2024, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment submitted to the Finnish Environ-
ment Institute the operating licences granted by the Government to Fortum Power and Heat Oy pursuant
to the Nuclear Energy Act (990/1987). Due to some technical issues, the Finnish Environment Institute is
now in a position to provide the decisions to the following Parties of the Espoo Convention: Austria, Den-
mark, Estonia, Germany, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. The decisions are available
in English and Finnish. The applications and licences are available at the following web page of the Min-
istry of Economic Affairs and Employment: https://tem.fi/en/loviisa-power-plant.

The operating licence (Decision VN/7906/2022) is adopted in Helsinki on 16 February 2023. It covers the
operation of the Loviisa 1 and Loviisa 2 nuclear power plant units and the buildings and storage facilities
belonging to them that are necessary for the management of spent nuclear fuel and nuclear waste.
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Energy production at the units may continue until the end of 2050 at the latest, after which the units will
enter the preparatory phase for decommissioning.

The operating licence (Decision VN/7972/2022) is adopted in Helsinki on 30 March 2023. It applies to
the final disposal facility for low- and intermediate-level radioactive waste, located within the site. The
final disposal facility may be operated until the end of 2090 at the latest. In addition to radioactive waste
generated during the operation of the power plant, it may also be used to dispose of radioactive waste
generated during decommissioning and dismantling. Expansion of the final disposal facility will be neces-
sary later to accommodate the final disposal of waste generated during decommissioning and disman-
tling.

The operating licences provide more detailed information. The sections titled “Environmental impact as-
sessment procedure and the competent authority’s reasoned conclusion” in the operating licences de-
scribe how EIA is taken into account in permit procedures and permits.

Further information

Competent EIA authority: Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment, Senior Specialist Jaakko
Louvanto, jaakko.louvanto@gov.fi and Senior Adviser Linda Kumpula, linda.kumpula@gov.fi

Espoo Convention: Finnish Environment Institute, Senior Officer Laura Aitala-Martesuo,
transboundaryEIA.SEA@syke.fi

Head of Services Jenni Juslén

Senior Officer, Laura Aitala-Martesuo
Point of Contact to the Espoo Convention
and the Protocol on SEA
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Appendices VN79062022 Government decision on Loviisa NPP Operating Licence
16 Feb 2023
VN79062022 Valtioneuvoston paatds Loviisan ydinvoimalaitoksesta
16.2.2023
VN79722022 Government decision on Loviisa Disposal Facility Operat-
ing Licence 30 Mar 2023
VN79722022 Valtioneuvoston paatds Loviisan loppusijoituslaitoksesta
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Austria

Ms. Antonia MASSAUER

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and Water Man-
agement

Antonia.Massauer@bmluk.gv.at; cc: abt-65@bmluk.gv.at

Denmark

Ms. Maria Birkholm SONDERMARK
Ministry of Green Transition
espoo@sqgav.dk

Estonia

Ms. Birgit PARMAS

Ministry of Climate
espoo@kliimaministeerium.ee

Germany
Ms. Isabel LANG
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

Ms. Kalina PENEVA-GADEKE
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
Gl2@bmukn.bund.de

Lithuania

Mr. Vitalijus AUGLYS
Ministry of Environment
vitalijus.auglys@am.It

cc: Dr. Beata VILIMAITE SILOBRITIENE
Ministry of Environment
beata.vilimaite@am.It; beata.vilimaite-silobritiene@am.It; beata.silobritiene@am.It

the Netherlands
Ms. Yulita MUSPITASARI
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management

Ms. Maartje van RAVESTEIJN
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management
point-notification.espoo@rws.nl

Norway
Norwegian Environment Agency
Espoo@miljodir.no

cc: Ms. Guro SYLLING
Norwegian Environment Agency
guro.sylling@miljodir.no

cc: Ms. Nina SEEHUSEN
Norwegian Environment Agency
Nina.Seehusen@miljodir.no

Sweden
Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
espoo@swedishepa.se

Mr. Richard KRISTOFFERSSON
Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
richard.kristoffersson@swedishepa.se
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