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Mr. President, 
Distinguished Delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
With only four years remaining until the target date of the 2030 Agenda, accelerating implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals has become more urgent than ever. Yet multiple and interconnected crises—from armed conflicts to climate change and economic shocks—continue to undermine progress across all dimensions of sustainable development. The international community must not only accelerate implementation of the 2030 Agenda, but also recognize that peace, security and resilience are the foundations upon which sustainable development depends.

First and foremost, sustainable development and war are incompatible. Peace, security and resilience are essential for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine demonstrates this reality. It has caused immense human suffering, damaged infrastructure and the environment, disrupted energy and food supply systems, and contributed to global insecurity. The international community must act decisively to end this aggression and ensure accountability.

At the same time, Ukraine’s recovery is already underway and cannot be postponed until peace is restored. Lithuania is making a tangible contribution through practical and targeted support, including the reconstruction of schools and shelters, the strengthening of community resilience, the restoration of critical infrastructure and the development of stronger institutions. This work is vital both for Ukraine’s recovery and for advancing progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. Therefore, supporting Ukraine is not only an act of solidarity, but also an investment in global security, resilience and sustainable development.
 
Today offers an important opportunity to reflect on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. While Lithuania has made substantial progress in advancing its economic and social objectives, further efforts are needed to meet environmental targets and ensure balanced progress across all dimensions of sustainable development. Achieving transformative and coordinated action requires full integration of sustainable development at all levels of governance, from a “UN as one” approach to effective SDG localisation. Lithuania therefore underscores the importance of localisation, multilevel governance, and the meaningful engagement of local and regional authorities in advancing the 2030 Agenda. 
 
Among other SDGs, Lithuania remains firmly committed to ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all. Lithuania has rapidly expanded its renewable energy infrastructure. As a result, we have recently achieved several months during which all electricity demand was covered by domestic green energy production. By 2028 we aim to fully rely on green energy, with the ambition to cover demand year-round in the years ahead.


While recognizing domestic achievements, we are mindful of the broader global context. Amid geopolitical instability and shifting focus away from sustainable development, efforts must prioritize phasing out fossil fuels and scaling up investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and resilient energy systems. This requires international cooperation and support for countries most in need to ensure energy security, economic growth, and long-term sustainability.
 
Lithuania remains strongly committed to accelerating progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. With less than four years remaining to achieve the SDGs—and current progress still insufficient — we must mobilize all means of implementation at the SDG Summit in September 2027. The outcomes of this Summit will be critical in guiding collective action during the final stretch toward 2030 and beyond.
 
I thank you.
